Present: 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Minutes of Meeting No. 88-1 


of the 


Engineering and Computer Science Faculty Council 
held 


Friday, 15 January 1988 


Professors M.N.S. Swamy (Chairman); A.E. Blach, B.B. Budkowska, 
T.D. Bui, M. Douglass, T. Fancott, P.P. Fazio, D.Feldman. P. 
Grogono., F.D. Hamblin, H.F. Li, ¥.J. Lu, H.J. Mequeen, 0. Moselhi, 
M.O.M. Osman, R.V. Patel, E.I. Plotkin, A.J. Saber, F. Sadri, S. 
Sarraf, 0. Schwelb, T. Stathopoulos; Mr. B. Smart (Registrar's 
Rep.); Mrs. Z. Jirkovsky (Library); Student representatives I. 
Youssef (ECA), V.R. Dantu (ECSGA); P.M. Bourassa (secretary). 


Absent with apology: Drs. V.S. Alagar, J.F. Hayes; Mr. S. Khoury. 


Vistors: 


Mr. PD. Dobrofsky (Liaison); Drs. G.J. Gouw, VY. Latinovic; Ms. 
Kathleen Perry, Co-ordinator, Employment Equity Project; Ms E.M. 
Morey, Advisor to the Rector on the Status of Women. 


Adoption of Agenda 


Dr. Osman said that he had to leave early because of the visit of 
the external representative on graduate appraisal. He requested 
that item No. 5 on Industrial Engineering be moved up to follow 
immediately the adoption of the agenda. This was agreed upon. 


Council unanimously adopted the published agenda, amended so that 
item No. 5 becomes No. 2 and items 2, 3 and 4 become respectively 3, 


4 and 5. 


Proposal Concerning Industrial Engineering 


This proposal is outlined in Document ECFC 88-l1-1. It was pointed 
out that the original intention, when the option in Industrial 
Engineering was established within the Mechanical Engineering Option 
of the B.Eng. programme, was that it would eventually be converted 
into a separate Option of the engineering programme. It is accredi- 
ted, as Option D of the Mechanical Engineering programme, until June 
30, 1990. There will be no change in course content nor resource 
implications in going from option to programme. An advantage in the 
proposed programme is that new entrants could apply immediately for 
admission into Industrial Engineering. 


eee /2 


Motion 
88-1-2 
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Council gave unanimous approval to a motion recommending that the 
existing Industrial Engineering option of the B.Eng. programme in 
Mechanical Engineering become a B.Eng. programme in Industiral 
Engineering within the Department of Mechanical Fngineering commen- 
cing in the 1989-90 academic year. 


Employment Equity Project 


Ms. Perry described the purpose and objectives of the Employment 
Equity Project. This is a voluntary 12-month programme to ensure 
equal opportunity for women in all sectors of employment. Some 
council members pointed out that, while there is only one woman out 
of about 100 full-time faculty members in this Faculty, this is 
because there are so few women engineers, and fewer still who have a 
Ph.D. and choose a career in teaching. Out of about 1,000 appli- 
cants to the Civil Engineering Dept. over a number of years, only 5 
were women. 


Presently, only 10.2% of students in engineering and 35.9% of those 
in computer science are women. Dr. Saber said that, in the USSR, 
50% of engineers are women but other council members said that the 
situation there is quite different because of the greater state 
control. Dr. Swamy said that there is a sociological problem at the 
root of the situation in this country and others agreed that stereo- 
typing takes place at an early age. In the course of the discus- 
sion, Dr. Saber asked for an alternative to the word “human”, but 
none was offered. 


In summing up, Dr. Swamy agreed that there is a long-range job to be 
done in changing attitudes at school and in families towards the 
choice of engineering as a career by females. In the short range, 
however, we should first make sure that women are comfortable in our 
own Faculty in spite of their relatively small numbers. We should 
also look at the scheme adopted by the University of Western Ontario 
and get funding so that if a competent woman applies, the University 
could hire her even if there is no immediate opening in her specific 
area of specialization. We should also encourage, through scholar- 
ships, female students to undertake studies in engineering so that 
we build up a critical mass of female students; then, women would 
not feel out of place in engineering. 


Adoption of Minutes of Meetings 87-7 and 87-8 


It was pointed out that, in the minutes of meeting 87-7, Dr. Saber 
should have been recorded as being absent with apology. 
Subject ot this correction, Council unanimously adopted the minutes 


of Meeting 87-7. 


Council unanimously approved the minutes of Meeting 87-8. 


6. 


Motion 
88-1-5 


Other Business 


Dr. Douglass reminded Council members that 1988 is the 20th 
anniversary of the first degrees being conferred on graduates from 
the Faculty. He invited members who would have suggestions for the 
celebration to contact him. 


Motion to adjourn 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to adjourn. 


